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many over the years. Who will benefit 
at the end of the day are our workforce 
and our employers and our country. 

I thank again my counterpart Sen-
ator ISAKSON for working with me to 
get this done. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Georgia. 

Mr. ISAKSON. I want to associate 
myself with the remarks of Senator 
HARKIN and Senator PATTY MURRAY 
from Washington. I reiterate what I 
said in my opening statement about 
how much regard and respect I have for 
Senator MURRAY, for the job she has 
done. We would not be here today if it 
were not for PATTY MURRAY. I am 
grateful for her support and her kind 
words. 

I want to reiterate all of the names 
she said, all the thanks that we have. 
But I want to particularly thank my 
staff who have made me once again 
look good. That is a difficult job to do 
sometimes. I thank Tommy Nguyen, 
Amanda Maddox, Michael Black, Brett 
Layson. I appreciate all they have 
done; Joan Kirchner, my chief of staff, 
who came to our aid last week and 
pulled a rabbit out of the hat in the Re-
publican conference that allowed us to 
be here. 

We all get a lot of credit as Members 
of the Senate. But it is our staff who 
make or break what we do. We are very 
grateful to our staff or the Workforce 
Innovation and Opportunity Act would 
not become law, would not get to the 
President’s desk. 

So to PATTY MURRAY, to Senator 
HARKIN, to Senator ALEXANDER, thank 
you. And to all of our staff, thank you 
for day in and day out doing the real 
work of the Senate and for the people 
of the United States of America. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, H.R. 803, as amend-
ed, having passed, amendment No. 3382 
to the title is agreed to and the motion 
to reconsider is considered made and 
laid upon the table. 

The amendment (No. 3382) was agreed 
to, as follows: 

(Purpose: To amend the title) 

Amend the title so as to read: ‘‘An Act to 
amend the Workforce Investment Act of 1998 
to strengthen the United States workforce 
development system through innovation in, 
and alignment and improvement of, employ-
ment, training, and education programs in 
the United States, and to promote individual 
and national economic growth, and for other 
purposes.’’. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

NOMINATION OF JESSICA 
GARFOLA WRIGHT TO BE UNDER 
SECRETARY OF DEFENSE FOR 
PERSONNEL AND READINESS 

NOMINATION OF JAMIE MICHAEL 
MORIN TO BE DIRECTOR OF 
COST ASSESSMENT AND PRO-
GRAM EVALUATION 

NOMINATION OF THOMAS P. 
KELLY III TO BE AMBASSADOR 
EXTRAORDINARY AND PLENI-
POTENTIARY OF THE UNITED 
STATES OF AMERICA TO THE 
REPUBLIC OF DJIBOUTI 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 

the previous order, the Senate will pro-
ceed to executive session to consider 
the following nominations, which the 
clerk will report. 

The legislative clerk reported the 
nominations of Jessica Garfola Wright, 
of Pennsylvania, to be Under Secretary 
of Defense for Personnel and Readiness; 
Jamie Michael Morin, of Michigan, to 
be Director of Cost Assessment and 
Program Evaluation; and Thomas P. 
Kelly III, of California, to be Ambas-
sador Extraordinary and Pleni-
potentiary of the United States of 
America to the Republic of Djibouti. 

VOTE ON WRIGHT NOMINATION 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 

question is, Will the Senate advise and 
consent to the nomination of Jessica 
Garfola Wright, of Pennsylvania, to be 
Under Secretary of Defense for Per-
sonnel and Readiness? 

The nomination was confirmed. 
VOTE ON MORIN NOMINATION 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is, Will the Senate advise and 
consent to the nomination of Jamie 
Michael Morin, of Michigan, to be Di-
rector of Cost Assessment and Program 
Evaluation? 

The nomination was confirmed. 
VOTE ON KELLY NOMINATION 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
question is, Will the Senate advise and 
consent to the nomination of Thomas 
P. Kelly III, of California, to be Ambas-
sador Extraordinary and Pleni-
potentiary of the United States of 
America to the Republic of Djibouti? 

The nomination was confirmed. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 

the previous order, the motions to re-
consider are considered made and laid 
upon the table. The President will be 
immediately notified of the Senate’s 
action. 

f 

LEGISLATIVE SESSION 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-

ate will resume legislative session. 
f 

BIPARTISAN SPORTSMEN’S ACT 
OF 2014—Continued 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under 
the previous order, equal time until 
4:30 shall be divided between the two 
leaders or their designees. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Rhode Island. 

CLIMATE CHANGE 
Mr. WHITEHOUSE. Mr. President, I 

have come here every week now for 72 
consecutive weeks that the Senate has 
been in session to urge colleagues to 
wake up to the growing threat of cli-
mate change. Today I have the pleas-
ure and honor of being joined by my 
friend and colleague Senator JOE 
MANCHIN of West Virginia. 

I ask unanimous consent that the 
Senator from West Virginia and I be al-
lowed to engage in a colloquy for the 
time we have been allotted. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. WHITEHOUSE. Senator MANCHIN 
and I come from very different parts of 
the country. We are the Ocean State, 
he is the Mountain State. We both 
came here today to say that climate 
change is real, that human activities, 
including the burning of fossil fuels, 
are causing dramatic changes to the 
Earth’s atmosphere and oceans, and to 
seek responsible solutions that will en-
sure reliable, sustainable energy for 
the United States and protect our local 
communities and economies from the 
worst effects of a changing climate, 
recognizing, as we must, that fossil 
fuels will be part of America’s fuel mix 
for decades. 

The recent National Climate Assess-
ment showed many effects of climate 
change are already being seen across 
the United States. In my home State of 
Rhode Island, we have Narragansett 
Bay, more than 3 degrees warmer in 
the winter than it was 50 years ago. 
Measurements at the Newport tide 
gauge show that as the seawater warms 
and expands, the sea level is up almost 
10 inches against our shores since the 
1930s. 

Extreme weather depends a lot on 
natural variability, but climate change 
increases the odds that heat waves and 
heavy rain bursts will occur. As the cli-
mate has warmed, some types of ex-
treme weather have become more fre-
quent and severe. Here on this chart we 
see that in the northeast, up here, the 
area which includes both Rhode Island 
and West Virginia, between 1958 and 
2010, the amount of rain coming in 
those big downpours has gone up by 70 
percent. 

Let’s remember how climate change 
affects the economy and jobs. For ex-
ample, fishermen in Rhode Island have 
seen their winter flounder catch from 
Narragansett Bay nearly disappear in 
the recent decades as the bay has 
warmed. These are not distant climate 
model projections, this is now. This is 
happening to Rhode Island. 

The people of West Virginia have 
Senator MANCHIN fighting for them 
every day in Washington. I know he be-
lieves that we need to find economi-
cally responsible answers to environ-
mental problems. I am proud to stand 
with him today as his friend and col-
league. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from West Virginia. 
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Mr. MANCHIN. I thank the Chair. 
I am pleased to join my friend Sen-

ator WHITEHOUSE from the great State 
of Rhode Island to talk about this im-
portant subject. In the past, we may 
not always have agreed on how to ap-
proach this problem, but at least we 
have come together to work on a solu-
tion together. That is very important. 
That is a rare thing in Washington, as 
the Presiding Officer knows. We are de-
termined to see if we can find common 
ground to move forward. 

As the Senator suggested, the way we 
produce and consume energy in our 
States is quite different. I am the 
Mountain State, he is the Ocean State. 
Nonetheless, we both agree we need to 
strike a balance between the economy 
and the environment. One cannot go it 
alone. It takes a balance, if you will, in 
about anything we do in life, one that 
acknowledges the reality of the cli-
mate change, while also understanding 
that fossil fuels, more specifically coal 
that we produce so much of in our 
State, is such a part of our economy, is 
a vital part of our energy mix for dec-
ades to come. That is by the Depart-
ment of Energy, the EAI’s own claim. 

There is no doubt that 7 billion peo-
ple have impacted our world’s climate. 
Those who deny that I believe are 
wrong. A lot of them are my friends. I 
believe we have had an impact and we 
have a responsibility. But we need to 
know what is going on and the facts we 
are dealing with in the world today. 

There are more than 8 billion tons of 
coal consumed around the world each 
year. This gives an outline of where 
most of that coal is consumed. Cur-
rently China burns more than 4 billion 
tons per year. They are not stopping or 
letting up. If anything, they are in-
creasing their consumption and build-
ing more coal-fired plants as we speak, 
while the United States and Europe 
each burn less than 1 billion tons. So 
the United States of America, you 
could say, uses less than one-eighth of 
the coal consumed annually in the 
world. If we stopped burning every kind 
of coal, would that really clean up the 
climate? But if we find ways to do it 
better, can we help the rest of the 
world clean up the climate? That is 
what we are here to talk about. 

There is a broad agreement in the 
scientific community that carbon 
emissions and other human contribu-
tions are causing substantial changes 
to the Earth’s climate. According to 
the West Virginia State Climatolo-
gist’s Office, five of the six wettest 
years have occurred since 1989; four 
have occurred since 1990. 

Just as I do not deny the existence of 
climate change, my friend Senator 
WHITEHOUSE does not deny that elimi-
nating coal from the energy mix would 
hurt the reliability of our grid. He 
knows that you cannot do it. We have 
got to work together to keep the reli-
ability in the system, which is so vital 
to people all over this country. 

Without coal, the northeast United 
States would have suffered severe and 

enduring power outages during last 
winter’s polar vortex. If our reliability 
had failed during the polar vortex we 
came through this past year, there is 
no question people would have died—no 
question at all. 

Importantly, during that period of 
time, coal provided 92 percent of the in-
crease in energy needed to survive that 
disaster. 

Coal was able to go online to back up 
the grid. Ninety-two percent of it was 
driven by coal because it is dependable, 
reliable, and affordable. 

This chart shows basically the por-
tion of increase in U.S. electricity gen-
eration by fuel, January-February 2014, 
the times we needed it most to keep 
the grid systems up and running. You 
can see coal—92 percent—and natural 
gas fell because of distribution prob-
lems we had. It will increase, it will get 
better as distribution and infrastruc-
ture is built. 

Oil, nuclear, hydro, renewable—you 
can see they weren’t able to pick up 
the demand that was needed or the 
load that was needed to keep the sys-
tem moving. 

Nick Akins is the CEO of American 
Electric Power. He said this about the 
polar vortex: ‘‘This country did not 
just dodge a bullet—it dodged a cannon 
ball’’ 

We need to address climate change, 
but we need to do it while maintaining 
the reliability of our electricity sys-
tem. Senator WHITEHOUSE and I both 
realize that coal will remain a vital 
part of our Nation’s general portfolio 
for the foreseeable future. 

According to the President’s own En-
ergy Information Administration—the 
EIA—coal generated about 40 percent 
of all U.S. electricity in 2011. In 2040 
coal will still generate more than 30 
percent of the domestic electricity 
that is needed. 

This chart basically shows where we 
are going in the foreseeable future. 
This is 2040. By 2040 natural gas will be 
at 35 percent, and coal will still be at 32 
percent—both, it can be said, out of 
fossil, so you have 67 percent. Renewals 
increase to 16 percent. Nuclear is going 
down to 16 percent, and I believe we 
have to reengage our efforts there. I 
really do. So coal will assume the dom-
inant world markets for the foreseeable 
future. 

According to EIA, coal provided 69 
percent of China’s energy consumption 
in 2011. This chart gives a little bit of 
an idea of where we are. China used 
four times the amount of coal used in 
the United States that year. Coal sup-
plied 41 percent of India’s total energy 
consumption. During that period of 
time, India used roughly the same 
amount of coal as we did in the United 
States. By 2040 China will produce 62 
percent of its electricity from coal, 
while India will produce 56 percent. 
During the next few years, some 1,200 
new coal plants are going to be built 
across 59 countries; 363 are going to be 
built in China and 455 in India alone. 

It is unbelievable when you look at 
more than 8 billion tons of coal that 

are consumed around the world each 
year. China currently burns more than 
4 billion tons per year, while the 
United States and Europe burn less 
than 1 billion tons. Use in these coun-
tries and in other parts of the world is 
projected to grow dramatically for dec-
ades to come. 

The United States has already been a 
leader in proving to the world that we 
can produce coal cleaner today. Tradi-
tional pollutants—sulfur, mercury, ni-
trogen, and particulates—have been 
cut 80 percent in the last several years. 
What is less known is that technologies 
are being developed—and some already 
exist—that dramatically lower coal 
plant carbon emissions. 

With smarter investments from the 
public and private sectors, we will not 
only finish the first generation of car-
bon capture, storage, and utilization 
plants but also develop the second gen-
eration of these technologies. When 
that happens in the not so distant fu-
ture, we will lead the world toward uti-
lization of fossil fuels in a way that 
produces negligible or zero harmful 
emissions. 

With the right policies and the right 
coordination between the public and 
private sectors, we can lead by example 
and show the world that we can burn 
fossil fuels cleaner than ever. Most im-
portantly, we can do all of this while 
protecting consumers, creating jobs, 
and growing our economy. 

Mr. WHITEHOUSE. I agree with my 
friend from West Virginia that we must 
address climate change in a way that 
protects jobs in all sectors and ensures 
grid stability. 

Fossil fuels such as coal and natural 
gas are indeed going to be an impor-
tant part of America’s energy mix for 
decades. So we need to invest, as Sen-
ator MANCHIN has suggested, in reduc-
ing the carbon pollution we generate 
from these sources. 

We also need to adapt our power in-
frastructure to withstand the effects of 
climate change. Extreme weather has 
become the main cause of blackouts in 
the United States. 

The President’s Council of Economic 
Advisers and the Department of Energy 
counted 679 widespread outages be-
tween 2003 and 2012 due to severe 
weather. Fifty-eight percent of power 
outages since 2002 and 87 percent of 
outages affecting 50,000 or more cus-
tomers were caused by severe weather 
such as thunderstorms, hurricanes, and 
blizzards. The average annual cost of 
power outages caused by severe weath-
er is between $18 billion and $33 billion 
per year. The U.S. Energy Information 
Administration compiled data that is 
plotted on this chart showing that 
weather-related power outages are al-
ready on the rise since just the early 
nineties. 

Addressing climate change is also 
important to grid stability. 

We also should expand and modernize 
our electric grid. A smarter grid will 
make it easier to respond to and re-
cover from extreme weather events, 
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will boost efficiency within the system, 
will help lower utility bills, and will 
bring more renewable energy online. 

In both our States, Senator MANCHIN 
and I realize it is in America’s interest 
to be leaders in the research, develop-
ment, and deployment of energy effi-
ciency tools; in cleaner fossil fuel re-
search; and in renewable energy tech-
nologies—particularly ones we can ex-
port. I know Senator MANCHIN has 
some of these technologies being rolled 
out in his State. 

Mr. MANCHIN. When I was Governor 
of West Virginia, we set and have now 
achieved an alternative where we are 
going to reduce our carbon footprint by 
25 percent by using coal in a cleaner 
fashion and also some of the other 
things we do, which I will explain. Not 
only did we do it, we did it 10 years ear-
lier than we had targeted. In 2013, 4.1 
percent of West Virginia’s energy al-
ready came from hydroelectric and 
wind energy. Mount Storm Wind 
Farm—so many people don’t know 
what we have done in our little State 
because we are all in; we want to do it 
all, and we are trying everything we 
have—is the second largest wind farm 
east of the Mississippi, 17 miles across 
the beautiful landscape. 

I also agree with Senator WHITE-
HOUSE on the importance of energy effi-
ciency. With our friend Senator 
HOEVEN of North Dakota, I have intro-
duced the All-Of-The-Above Federal 
Building Energy Conservation Act, leg-
islation that would improve the energy 
efficiency of all Federal buildings and 
set an example for the private sector. 

This legislation takes a common-
sense, all-of-the-above approach to the 
issue of Federal energy efficiency. I be-
lieve that by encouraging the use of in-
novative technologies and practices, 
instituting reasonable goals, and allow-
ing building managers flexibility, we 
can achieve better environmental stew-
ardship in a cost-effective manner. 

As Governors, Senator HOEVEN—a 
Republican from North Dakota—and I 
relied on common sense to guide our 
State policies, and this bill applies that 
much needed common sense to Federal 
policies. We should be using all of our 
abundant resources, including coal, to 
power our Nation in the most efficient 
way possible. Our bill accomplishes 
this goal and proves the Federal Gov-
ernment can lead the way in using fos-
sil fuels to achieve greater energy effi-
ciency in a much cleaner fashion. 

While efficiency and renewables are 
important, let me say again that it is 
most important to reduce emissions 
from coal plants while keeping them 
running well into the future. Advances 
in coal-use technologies will continue 
to develop with help from the public 
sector. 

Enhanced oil recovery is already de-
veloping into a valuable tool for aug-
menting domestic oil production. We 
need Federal investments for tech-
nology such as EOR. 

Research is ongoing for the use of 
coal and CO2 for a multitude of new en-

ergy and consumer products, including 
fertilizers, liquid fuels, and plastic ma-
terials. 

I just had a gentleman come to my 
office who basically makes carbon out 
of coal which cleanses the water we 
drink. 

So there are so many things. Senator 
WHITEHOUSE is right. There are so 
many things that we are using, and we 
can do a lot more. 

Mr. WHITEHOUSE. Efficiency is 
something we take seriously in Rhode 
Island as well. 

In 2013 the American Council for an 
Energy-Efficient Economy ranked 
Rhode Island as the sixth most energy 
efficient State in the country. The En-
ergy Information Administration in 
2011 ranked Rhode Island the lowest in 
energy consumption—which, as the 
Presiding Officer from the small State 
of Delaware can understand, we have a 
bit of an unfair advantage—but we 
were also the sixth lowest in total en-
ergy costs per capita. We do our part to 
save energy, avoid emissions, lower 
costs, and reduce the demand and 
stress on the electric grid. 

Rhode Island and eight other States 
participate in the Regional Greenhouse 
Gas Initiative—we call it ‘‘Reggi’’— 
which caps carbon emissions and sells 
permits to emit greenhouse gases to 
powerplants. One of the ways Rhode Is-
land has been able to drive down our 
energy consumption and our utility 
bills is by investing the money gen-
erated through RGGI into energy effi-
ciency. Rhode Island invests over 91 
percent of its RGGI proceeds in energy 
efficiency projects and improvements, 
helping residents save money on their 
utility bills and making small busi-
nesses more competitive. 

Rhode Island is also poised to gain 
scores of jobs from the development of 
offshore wind. I think we have the ad-
vantage on West Virginia in offshore 
wind. Our private developer of offshore 
wind, Deepwater Wind, has received its 
first major environmental permit to 
begin deployment in the Block Island 
wind farm area. 

The price of wind energy has de-
creased over 90 percent since the early 
1980s and is now competitive in the en-
ergy markets. I am working to make 
wind energy more a part of our energy 
portfolio. 

At the Federal level, our energy pol-
icy must use the best science available 
to improve the way we use fossil fuels, 
and our Tax Code should help address 
climate change while leveling the play-
ing field for various energy sources. 

I believe carbon-driven climate 
change hurts our economy, damages 
our infrastructure, and harms public 
health. Yet those costs are not factored 
into the cost of fossil fuels. That means 
the cost of the pollution has been borne 
by the public. I believe we should adopt 
a carbon fee to correct this market 
failure and return all its revenue to the 
American people—what Republican 
supporters of a carbon fee call revenue 
neutral. 

On a smaller scale, Congress can also 
extend the renewable energy tax cred-
its and other measures that are sup-
ported by Members on both sides of the 
aisle, helping renewable energy in West 
Virginia and a bipartisan array of 
States. 

Mr. MANCHIN. The Senator and I 
disagree on a few things, but I ada-
mantly disagree with my dear friend 
Senator WHITEHOUSE regarding the wis-
dom of a carbon fee or so-called carbon 
tax. But I do agree that we can use the 
Tax Code and other Federal tax incen-
tives to help clean up fossil fuels. That 
is why we are here together to find a 
pathway. 

First, the DOE must approve $8 bil-
lion in loan guarantees for advanced 
fossil fuel projects that they have had 
available since 2005. None of it has been 
invested to try to help use the fuel that 
we depend on—coal—in a much better, 
cleaner fashion. Also, I found out that 
we also have $3.2 billion from the stim-
ulus money to be used for shovel-ready 
coal projects that is still sitting and 
hasn’t been invested. So there is a lot 
we can do without appropriating any 
new money, just using the money that 
is there for the purpose it was in-
tended. 

New tax incentives could be em-
ployed to incentivize providers to up-
date sub-critical plants to the super- 
and ultra-super-critical configurations 
that pave the way for CCS. 

Finally, we need to incentivize the 
second generation of CCS technology, 
the one that holds the future for prom-
ise of coal use with negligible emis-
sions. 

What are we talking about? Carbon 
capture sequestration, just being used 
for that purpose, if you don’t have a 
secondary source to where you can put 
it and sell it for enhanced oil recovery, 
as we call it—the technology that we 
could use in the shale that maybe can 
enhance the gas from the shale, the 
Utica and Marcellus that we have in 
West Virginia—so much could have 
been done that we haven’t done. Maybe 
we could solidify the carbon and use it 
as a spent fuel. These are things we 
need to get to, and this money lying 
right now in the Department of Energy 
for almost 10 years needs to be in-
vested. 

With the help of Senator WHITE-
HOUSE, I can only think that we can 
move forward and find a solution. 

Mr. WHITEHOUSE. I agree with the 
distinguished Senator from West Vir-
ginia that the Department of Energy’s 
advanced fossil projects loan guarantee 
program has not yet lived up to, at this 
time, its potential. 

I will work with him to push the ad-
ministration to accelerate its use. 

I wish to close my share of this col-
loquy by noting something very basic; 
that is, that America has long stood 
before the world as an exceptional 
country and deservedly so. America 
proved the case for popular sovereignty 
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with no need of kings or crowns. Amer-
ica took our balanced market cap-
italism and rose to international eco-
nomic dominance. America has long 
been the vanguard of civil and human 
rights for our people and around the 
globe. When American military power 
must be used, we don’t conquer and 
rule. We come home. This exceptional 
nature confers upon us a responsibility 
to lead, to be an example, to be, as 
President Reagan said, ‘‘a shining city 
on a hill.’’ 

Our generation will be judged by 
whether we were responsible about cli-
mate change, whether we listened, and 
whether we led. 

Senator MANCHIN and I are both com-
mitted to the idea that American inno-
vation can create the clean energy 
technologies of the future, so that 
when it comes to addressing the big-
gest problems facing our world, the 
United States should be out front, and 
we are committed to working together 
to find responsible solutions to the cli-
mate crisis. 

We also realize we have different per-
spectives on what those solutions 
should look like. I live in a State that 
is harmed by carbon pollution, and 
Senator MANCHIN is from a State that 
sees economic benefit from coal. We be-
lieve we could both learn more about 
those different perspectives. So I am 
committing to travel with Senator 
MANCHIN to West Virginia to see the 
coal plants that power many parts of 
our country and meet the people there 
working to curb pollution and improve 
efficiency, and I invite Senator 
MANCHIN to Rhode Island to see how 
climate change is taking its toll on our 
shorelines and marine industries. 

America is still a beacon to the world 
because ultimately we have the ability 
to work through disagreements to com-
mon ground on a shared platform of 
fact. With the commitment of serious 
leaders such as Senator MANCHIN, I am 
confident we can move forward to an 
energy future that preserves the econ-
omy and quality of life in West Vir-
ginia, in Rhode Island, and for all 
Americans. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator’s time has expired. 

Mr. WHITEHOUSE. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that Senator 
MANCHIN have such time as he needs to 
conclude his colloquy. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. MANCHIN. Mr. President, I 
thank the Senator. Again, I say to my 
good friend Senator WHITEHOUSE from 
Rhode Island, I look forward to coming 
to his beautiful State of Rhode Island 
and seeing all of what they are doing 
and the efficiencies they have and 
technology they are incorporating. I 
also look forward to showing him my 
State, the beautiful State of West Vir-
ginia, and its great people. 

We have both visited each other’s 
States before, so we know how good 
our States are. It is going to be great 
to revisit. 

I thank the Senator also for joining 
me on the floor as we continue to have 
this extremely important dialogue. If 
Senator WHITEHOUSE and I can start 
looking for a pathway, I am sure 
friends from both sides of the aisle can 
join us. That is what we are trying to 
have happen. 

I agree with Senator WHITEHOUSE, 
the United States of America has long 
stood before the world as an excep-
tional country that people look up to. 
We have reigned as the dominant world 
power and have played the role of the 
world’s leader for more than 200 years. 

Coal use is expanding across the 
globe, and we need to face that re-
ality—and we must take our position 
as the world leader and broker solu-
tions, knowing the rest of the world is 
going to use this product more than 
ever before. So finding a balance of the 
environment between our concerns and 
our economic prosperity is going to 
happen. We should be that leader also. 

The solution for the United States is 
to develop a technology that will allow 
us to use the fuels we need cleanly and 
to export that technology to the world. 

Yes, West Virginia and Rhode Island 
are indeed different in many ways, but 
most importantly the Senator and I 
both know they are both part of this 
great country, and that is what makes 
America great. We can deliberate and 
challenge each other’s positions on any 
one issue—and we sure have had our 
share of dogged debates on the issues of 
climate change and energy issues—but 
when it comes to deciding what is best 
for our future generations and our 
beautiful Earth, there is always room 
for reasonable compromise and a way 
forward. 

So as we continue to work diligently 
in the Senate, I also look forward to 
visiting again with him, and we will 
make that happen sooner than later. 

Once again, I thank Senator WHITE-
HOUSE for coming to the table to estab-
lish a truly commonsense, all-of-the- 
above energy policy that acknowledges 
the vital role coal must play moving 
forward. 

This energy strategy will also help 
protect good-paying jobs, boost our 
economy nationwide and around the 
world, and improve the quality of life 
of all living things. 

We are going to fix this together, not 
as Democrats or Republicans but as 
Americans, as the world leaders we al-
ways have been. We have been looking 
to find the balance, and we will find 
the balance and show not only America 
but the world that we can look past our 
differences to better this world. I look 
forward so much to that. We both have 
looked at it from this standpoint: We 
both agree we need to work together 
and basically agree we have a responsi-
bility in this world and this country to 
be a leader again in finding a pathway 
to using the energy the good Lord gave 
us and find the best balance we can 
with the economy and environment, 
cleaning up the environment for which 
we are responsible. 

I thank my good friend, and I yield 
the floor. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 
BROWN). The senior Senator from Texas 
is recognized. 

f 

THE AMENDMENT PROCESS 

Mr. CORNYN. Mr. President, before I 
came to the Senate, I read in the his-
tory and civics books that the Senate 
was called the world’s greatest delib-
erative body, where anybody with a 
good idea or even a bad idea at least 
had an opportunity to talk about it, 
offer an amendment or legislation, and 
get a vote. That is what was meant by 
‘‘the world’s greatest deliberative 
body.’’ 

Unfortunately, the Senate has be-
come virtually unrecognizable to those 
of us who began our tenure under the 
previous leadership of the Senate. 

Simply put, we have gone from an in-
stitution that legislates, that debates 
the great ideas to solve the problems 
and challenges of this great democracy 
to one that has become a killing floor 
for good ideas. 

We have had at least three bipartisan 
bills in the last few weeks the majority 
leader has stopped because he has re-
fused the opportunity for Republicans 
in the minority and the Democrats in 
the majority to offer any amendments 
and to get votes. 

I think about the Shaheen-Portman 
bill, the energy conservation bill, the 
tax extenders bill for the expiring 50 or 
so tax provisions, and the appropria-
tions bill that recently was on the Sen-
ate floor. All of these pieces of legisla-
tion enjoy bipartisan support. So one 
would think, in a dysfunctional Senate, 
at least those kinds of bills would have 
the opportunity to get debate, amend-
ment, and passage. 

That is not the case because the ma-
jority leader insists on a ‘‘my way or 
the highway’’ mentality. In essence, he 
wants to be the traffic cop who decides 
whose ideas get to be debated, what 
amendments get to be offered, and 
what votes get to occur. 

As one Senator from a State that 
represents 26 million constituents, I 
refuse to participate in a process where 
the majority leader from Nevada gets 
to tell my constituents what kind of 
amendments I get to offer on their be-
half. It is unacceptable. This is not the 
Senate I joined when I got here nor a 
Senate any of us should be proud of. 

Shortly after I got to the Senate, Re-
publicans became the majority party. I 
always tell my friends and constituents 
back home, being in the majority is a 
lot more fun than being in the minor-
ity. But back then it was understood 
by both parties that the price of being 
in the majority, and recognizing and 
respecting the minority did have 
rights, is that you had to take some 
tough votes on amendments, but after 
all that is why we are here. That is 
part of the price we pay for serving in 
the Senate—to vote sometimes on 
things we would prefer not to vote on 
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